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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 SCSE-00 SCA-OI CAB-05 CIAE-00 

COME-00 DODE-00 DOTE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-02 

/035 W 

042238 

R23I837ZMAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3990 
INFO AMCONSUL ANTWERP 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 04646 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, CASC, BE, US 

SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF AIR CALEDONIA PLANE 

REE: STATE 1 19672 

1. AIR CALEDONIA PLANE REMAINS IMMOBILIZED AT OSTEND. BY 
COURT ORDER. AT LEAST SOME PASSENGER APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN 
INFORMED THAT RETURN FLIGHT IS POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 1. BELGIAN 
AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION HAS REFUSED AIR CALEDONIA PERMISSION 
TO BRING NEW PASSENGERS TO BELGIUM MAY 26, BUT HAS APPROVED 
FLIGHT FROM BELGIUM THAT DATE WITH PASSENGERS WHO ENTERED MAY II. 
THERE IS NO SIGN, HOWEVER, THAT AIR CALEDONIA ACTUALLY 

INTENDS TO OPERATE SUCH A ELIGHT; THEY HAD REQUESTED APPROVAL 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, BUT NEVER PROVIDED PASSENGER MANIEEST. 

2. INFORMATION PROVIDED IN REFTEL HAS BEEN USEEUL IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH INTERESTED BELGIAN PARTIES. QUESTION AS TO 
WHETHER SEIZED PLANE IS OWNED BY AIR CALEDONIA OR BY ELLIOT 
INTERNATIONAL MIGHT BE OF LEGAL INTEREST, BUT 

TO DATE NOTHING ON SUBJECT HAS BEEN PRESENTED TO COURT HAVING 
JURISDICTION (AT BRUGES, NOT OSTEND AS 

WE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED). OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT AIRCRAET 
WOULD BE RELEASED UPON PAYMENT BY AIR CALEDONIA OE AMOUNT THAT 
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EVENTUALLY CANCELLED. COMPLAINANT MAY BE SEEKING ADDITIONAL 
DAMAGES, BUT THAT ACTION WOULD NOT IMPEDE OPERATION OE AIRCRAFT 
WHILE PENDING. 

3. FOR LONDON: *FYI TRAVEL AGENT IN OSTEND WHO HANDLES AIR 
CALEDONIA BUSINESS TELLS US THAT AIR CALEDONIA AGENT FOR EUROPE 
IS JOHN RICHARDS, OF HARLOW/ESSEX, TELEPHONE 279/416532. 

EIRESTONE 
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